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LETTER FROM THE DAIS 

Dear Esteemed Delegates, 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ {/{¸ ···LLΩǎ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ the European powers that 

dominated Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘΦέ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ /ƘǊis Talamo, and I am one of 
the crisis managers for this committee. I am a junior currently pursuing a double major in physics and 
astronomy and have long been involved in running crisis simulations for Model UN. LΩǾe always loved historical 
JCCs especially because they bring a unique element of surprise to historical conventions we consider fact. I 
also have a keen interest in the history of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, particularly the decline of 
feudal monarchies and the development of absolute monarchies. Whenever I get away from my physics lab, I 
also enjoy music from the Romantic Era as well, particularly the works of Tchaikovsky and Sibelius. 

 
Also serving on our crisis staff is co-crisis director Scott Sunell. Scott is a senior majoring in Archaeology 

with a keen interest in relics from the medieval Byzantine Empire. He is quite the linguist, speaking Spanish 
and Attic Greek, and has plans to study Egyptian hieroglyphs and Medieval Greek during the coming year. He 
is also extraordinarily well read, and can claim having read The Bible in its entirety and all six volumes of The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. The Scott and I ran ǘƘŜ ά/Ǌƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅέ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ last year, 
and are excited about this new historical simulation. Joining us as the head of our Director staff is Jared 
Wigdor, a junior History major. In addition to his work for this committee, he serves as the President of the 
Yale International Relations Association (YIRA) and as the USG of Specialized Committees for ̧ a¦bΣ ¸ŀƭŜΩǎ 
high school Model UN conference. During the few moments he can get away from MUN, he also writes op-eds 
for the Yale Daily News. 

 
Throughout our years as MUN crisis managers and directors, the three of us have come to pride 

authentic realism in our simulations above all else. Too often historical committees or crises leave our crucial 
aspects of the lives of prominent historical courtiers because of the difficulty of simulating them, but we find 
that these are oftentimes the most exciting parts of historical committees. Consider everything in your 
imagination at your disposal; unlike silly games like Risk or Diplomacy, this simulation has flexible rules to 
allow each committee to see through any idea, no matter how farfetched. You will be interacting with other 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿill 
ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅΦ Our simulation is 
more detailed than what some delegates may be accustomed to in an MUN setting, but it has been designed 
with new delegates in mind. The intricacies of the simulation will become readily apparent. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact us at scsynewworld@gmail.com.  

 
The year 1715 marked the beginning of a new era for Europe, as the age of monarchy declines and 

national awakenings begin to make their weight felt. How you handle your nation and your committee will 
define its place in the world for decades and possibly centuries to come. 

mailto:scsynewworld@gmail.com
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ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE 

Relevant history and background information 

The committee will first convene on September 3, 1715, two days after of the death of Louis XIV, King 
of France and Navarre, and the accession of the young child who will later become Louis XV. For France, it is a 
tumultuous time, as Louis XV, only five years old now, is one of two viable heirs to the French throne, the 
other being Philippe II, Duke of Orléans; [ƻǳƛǎ ·±Ωǎ death would inevitably lead to intense internal conflict not 
only within France, but every European state with marital ties to the Capetian Dynasty. Of course, dramatic 
ŘŜǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀȅ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ 

the powerful throne. 

Europe is also emerging from the brutal War of the 
Spanish Succession, involving the three great Western 
European powers (France, Spain, and Great Britain) as well as 
Austria, Portugal, Prussia, and a number of German princely 
states. The war was bloody for most of the nations involved, 
ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ƛƴ 
Europe. In ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ 
are deadlocked in the bloody Great Northern War, in which 
the once-mighty Swedish Empire is locked in battle against the 
combined forces of Russia, Denmark-Norway, the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, Prussia, and Hanover. Russia has 
already maneuvered to occupy Finland, and the Swedes are 
being forced to retreat along every front. The war seems dire 
ŦƻǊ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƛǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

All of this tumult in the Old World is rapidly changing 
the state of affairs in the New World. Great Britain, whose 
Royal Navy is quickly achieving an incredibly prestigious 
position among the great powers of Europe, must try to 

secure the loyalty of her new North American provinces won 
from France in the war. Spain, on the other hand, has only the 
war-torn remains of their once-mighty armada, and now they 

must struggle to reign in the piracy that is gripping their colonies along the Spanish Main. Many Spanish 
Ŏƻƭƻƴƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ hƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ increasingly dominant role in trade 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ-attended and underdeveloped, and with the 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ-
worsening risk of being overshadowed by their British counterparts. 

Figure 1: Louis XV one of the two plausible heirs to the 
French throne.  
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The situation in the New World is ripe for change, as the next few years in European politics will shape 
who is dominant in the eighteenth century. The nation that is best able to balance its needs in the Old World 
and the attention that their colonies demand in the New World will find itself with a vast colonial empire 
unrivaled in the history of the world. 

Contemporary purpose 

Each committee is in fact the royal court of the ruling monarch of each nation. The members of each 
court are personages of note and prestige who would have the ear of the king during the formation of 
economic and military policy and in times of crisis. Unlike a more typical Model UN JCC wherein the delegates 
are inexplicably endowed with the power to directly enact policy far beyond the scope of their historical role, 
the king will be the first and last arbiter of all decisions, and will take the advice and input of the members of 
his court as his favor is inclined. The relationship each member of court builds with his king will directly inform 
his influence on major policy decisions, and advice that results in a decision with a poor outcome will likely not 
be sought again in the near future. Blind support of the king will be no more fruitful than consistent 
opposition, as allowing the king to make a poor decision is as treacherous as advising him badly. Favor with 
the queen and, as is always the case in a Model UN committee, the other delegates is also a crucial 
component to retaining power in court. As the king retains strict authority over his dominion, so too will each 
noble and court member have certain objectives he would like to see accomplished and various contacts and 
resources at his individual disposal to accelerate these objectives both in and out of court session. The 
intention is to emphasize simulation the politics of court life over the politics of statecraft, rather to attempt 
the latter through the lens of the former.  

Topics 

By far the greatest problem in the mind of the French 
ŎƻǳǊǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ of male heirs, not only 
caused by repeated, tragic family losses, but also the politics of 
the European continent. Philip V, King of Spain, is a member of 
the House of Bourbon and direct descendant of Louis XIV, but 
the Treaty of Utrecht of 1713, which concluded the War of the 
Spanish Succession, specifically demands that Philip V renounce 
his claims on the French throne. Though the phrasing of the 
French Law of Succession prohibits any such declaration from 
being made, the war made it clear to Philip V that Europe would 
intervene upon any union of the French and Spanish crowns, 
leaving Louis XV as the next heir to the French throne. Until he 
reaches his majority, the will of Louis XIV has clearly laid out the 
plans for a Regency Council to rein in place of Louis XV. 
However, Philippe II, Duke of Orléans, conferred with the 
Parlement ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎ ·L±Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ 
them to declare him the sole Regent of France.  

Figure 2: The accession of Philip V of Spain was the 
focal point of the War of the Spanish Succession 

 
(http://museocerralbo.mcu.es/ing/coleccion/art/pin_09.html) 
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Already, the French bureaucracy is expanding to fill the tremendous political void that Louis XIV left, 
and a complex committee system is being created to manage the affairs of the Kingdom. On the European 
continent, France is still the dominant power, and boasts to have the single mightiest army in Europe (which 
may be true, if one does not group all of the princely states of the Holy Roman Empire together). Louis XIV 
added a number of territories to the Kingdom throughout his reign and made France an integral part of 
politics (both international and domestic) of Western Europe. Though it suffered defeat on the whole, the 
French Army performed admirably throughout the war. Indeed, at the Battle of Malplaquet in 1709, the 
French repelled a considerably larger force, and cripplŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǳǎƘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ 
into France. Of course, one cannot possibly ignore that France hosts Paris, the cultural and diplomatic capital 
of Europe. 

Spain, on the other hand, is trying to recover 
from the disastrous effects of the War of the 
Spanish Succession. It lost a number of important 
holdings in Europe, including its Italian provinces 
and the Spanish Netherlands, both to Austria (whose 
leader currently holds the title Emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire). While its American colonies were 
left largely unscathed by the war, Spain is beginning 
to show signs of weakness in its dominance of the 
Americas. In recent years, the once-mighty Spanish 
!ǊƳŀŘŀ Ƙŀǎ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǊŜǇŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƛƴΩǎ 
administrative grip on its colonies is slipping. Illicit 
trade is on the rise, and the theft of Spanish gold 
and silver from convoys during the war has forced 
the Spanish economy into decline. Especially after 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎƴŀƴǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ YƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ LLΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ ±Ωǎ 
mentally disabled and impotent predecessor, the 
bureaucracy of Spain requires new inspiration if 
Philip V desires to rule over his vast colonial holdings 
effectually.  

To the north, the newly-formed Kingdom of 
Great Britain is also enjoying a new monarch, 
although thankfully George I is not an infant. Great Britain fared rather well in the Treaty of Utrecht, winning 
(among other concessions) the asiento from Spain, which gave Great Britain exclusive rights to trade slaves in 
the Spanish America. From France, they received Acadia, NewfouƴŘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ άwǳǇŜǊǘΩǎ [ŀƴŘΣέ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the draining basin of the Hudson Bay. This left France with only the basins of the St. Lawrence and the 
aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜŎŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ 
economically lucrative American colonies. At home, Great Britain is enjoying a dramatic period of economic, 
social, and political growth. The Royal Navy is enjoying substantial growth not only in numbers, but in prestige 
as well, and is fast becoming the premier naval force in the world. Great Britain is swiftly moving to 

Figure 3: Political Map of Europe after the Treaty of Utrecht 

(http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/history_colbeck_1905.
html) 
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consolidate their naval power by establishing key naval bases around the world, including St. Kitts in the 
Caribbean and Gibraltar and Minorca in the Mediterranean. The political stability that has come from the 
Glorious Revolution and the unification of the Scottish and English crowns into the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
has allowed for the King to focus on economic and colonial affairs. Of particular interest are the gradual 
decline of the Dutch wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ όŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƴƛǘŜŘ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎέύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
growth of Great Britain to fill that role after adopting many Dutch trade practices. 

 Of course, there is just as much tumult taking place in the North American colonies as there was back 
in the Old World. Many of the Spanish merchants are very displeased with the asiento given to Great Britain, 
and that displeasure is also spreading to the landowners in the colonies who now must purchase slaves from 
the British. Many colonial traders are also placing intense pressure upon Spain to rebuild its navy and 
guarantee the safe passage of goods across the Atlantic. Since the conclusion of the War of the Spanish 
Succession, the raiding done by the British and Dutch navies has been replaced by new pirates patrolling the 
Caribbean and the coast of the Spanish Main; some are saying that this may be a new age for piracy, as 
decreased colonial patrols have allowed for the emergence of terrifying figures such as Blackbeard. The British 
also have many valuable colonies in the Caribbean threatened by figures such as him, and there are many 
reports that he has begun to raid the British American colonies as well. 

 CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƭƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ Ŏƻƭƻnies versus her interests on 
the continent. The Louisiana territory remains poorly explored and its colonies poorly developed. Though the 
Mississippi River is a fundamental trade waterway in North America, there are no major trade cities along its 
path. However, Antoine de Lamothe-Cadillac has recently founded a prosperous fort named Fort Détroit, 
which is attracting a number of prosperous fur traders from Canada into Louisiana. Canada, the area within 
the St. Lawrence River basin, is better off.  The prominent trading city of Québec, the oldest French city in the 
New World, serves as a major hub for the local fur trappers, allowing for an exchange of needed goods with 
the Old World. Montréal is another growing city in the basin that is an important center for the fur trade. The 
French colonies also enjoy predominantly good relations with most of their Native American cohabitants 
(except the Iroquois, which make regular attacks on French cities and forts). The Algonquin peoples (and 
formerly the Huron before they were dispersed by the Iroquois) consider themselves allies of the Ancien 
Régime, and an extensive and profitable trade has emerged between the French Traders and the natives. 

 Of all the colonial powers, perhaps the British are the best off in the New World, though they control 
the least amount of land area. Their focus on their thirteen American colonies as not only sources of 
international prestige but also as solutions to domestic problems has led them to become some of the most 
lucrative trading posts in the New World. Boston and Philadelphia are among the greatest trading posts 
available in North America, and are rapidly developing into full-fledged cities on their own. However, they still 
have a long way to go before they begin to rival the Spanish trading posts in South America, which have 
provided an immense amount of bullion to Europe. These trading posts were also very hurt by the War of the 
Spanish Succession, as many of their important trading partners in Canada and the Caribbean were cut off. As 
mentioned previously, Great Britain must also ensure the loyalty of its new French-speaking subjects in the 
lands it acquired from France after the war. 
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Simulation Information 

 

Some important points should be made out about 
how the simulation of the New World will be run. While 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘΣέ it is 
impossible to simulate the politics of the colonies without 
considering the politics in the Old World. For this reason, 
the committee will be expected to have researched 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǎ 
well as how ward, politics, marriages, etc., affected their 
growth and development. For the ease of the delegates 
and the crisis staff, we will be downplaying the 
complicated politics with the major Eastern and Southern 
European powers, including Austria, Italy, or any of the 
member states of the Holy Roman Empire. Delegates may 
communicate with these powers, but the crisis staff would 
encourage the committees to focus on colonial affairs. We 

will assume that they are all embroiled in the Great Northern War, and that any routine interactions between 
states are ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΦ Portugal, however, as a colonial power, will be 

simulated by the crisis staff and may be communicated 
with by each committee or involved in any crisis that 
develops. 

What this means, however, is that any Old World politicking between Great Britain, France, and Spain, 
should be simulated by each committee. The bickering, marriages, and alliances made between these powers 
had a profound impact on the colonies, and to ignore them would make for an inaccurate simulation. The staff 
encourages the delegates to interact with the other committees however they wish through the crisis staff 
(though high treason should be kept to a minimum; the punishment for that in every country is death, and 
ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀƳŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŜȄƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛŦŜύΦ 

Everything costs money, from building fleets to improving mining infrastructure, and 1715 was no 
exception. In keeping with the historical trend of European powers to view their colonies as mere extensions 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ 
government, and will go towards the myriad of costs that governments incur in their daily operations. The 
remainder will be presented to each committee to spend on advancing their colonies in however the 
committee sees fit. Each nation will use its own currency (Great Britain: pound sterling; France: écu; Spain: 
doubloon), though on a relative scale so that the committee can deal with reasonable numbers. At the 
beginning of each simulation year, each committee will be presented with the total revenue of the previous 

Figure 4: A map of North America detailing colonial holdings after 
the Treaty of Utrecht 

 
(http:/ /www.wwnorton.com/college/history/archive/resources/m

aps/ch04_map03.htm) 
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year, which it can spend however it pleases. The crisis staff will be presenting a rough guide of prices 
throughout each session, though delegates may inquire how much other items or actions not on the guide 
may cost. 

It may seem that introducing a quantitative economic system might turn the committee into a complex 
game of monopoly, but that is neither our intention nor should it become the result. The committees should 
all be focused on the politics involved in colonization, but, as mentioned previously, the politics is inextricable 
from the military and economic considerations, and so must be incorporated to produce a realistic crisis. Our 
past crises have lacked such a precise model, and it has often been a complaint for us! 

Military concerns will also need to be addressed. Each nation maintains a colonial army, though the 
size of the army varies. The crisis staff will be presenting the committee with the starting locations of these 
armies, after which point they will fall under the immediate command of the committee. Important 
precautions should be made when maneuvering these forces. Colonial armies are not as large or well trained 
as their metropolitan counterparts, and when they leave cities, they are forced to forage for food from the 
surrounding lands, as supply lines were difficult to establish and supplies already spread thin for the colonists 
themselves. When dealing with colonial military maneuvers, the great nations more often relied on their 
navies for troop transport and for attacks in general. The great cannons of the galleons of each of these 
powers were capable of either harassing or destroying coastal fortresses (provided the ships could withstand 
the return volleys), and were also very effective at blockading major ports. Initial naval locations will also be 
provided. Though navies are much more maneuverable, it still should be taken into consideration that the 
trans-Atlantic voyage was still difficult for most ships, so providing reinforcement from the homeland of troops 
or naval vessels is difficult. 

In a simulation of such high-ranking officials in a government, it would be unreasonable to assume that 
they are isolated from their past or their peers. Everyone who is close to the king only manages to remain so 
because of the web of contacts and associates they have made through their careers whether for political, 
social, or security reasons. This, too, will be incorporated into our simulation. Every delegate will be provided 
with a personal biography beyond what is provided in this Topic Brief that will detail the types of personal 
contacts at his or her disposal. This year, we are limiting the types of contacts to three: military, economic, and 
espionage. During the conference, delegates may communicate with their contacts and ask for favors to help 
further their objectives. Contacts, of course, may decline should the request be outside their own desires or 
means, but be forewarned that asking your contacts for favors will imply an invitation for the favor to be 
returned, and they may ask you to help pursue their agenda in the committee. Such is a life of politics. 

The information here about the simulation is specific, and, indeed, we are striving to create as 
reasonably realistic a simulation as possible. If there is any confusion about anything presented in this topic 
paper, you are encouraged to contact us by e-mailing scsynewworld@gmail.com. 

mailto:scsynewworld@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

Voting format 

For the most part, voting format will work normally. Procedural motions will require a 50% majority to 
pass and documents and substantive motions will require the approval of 2/3 plus one to pass. However, 
during this period of time, the kings of Europe enjoyed dominance in politics under the auspices of the 
absolute monarchy. Because of this, any simulation hoping to have even a modicum of realism must grant the 
king such executive powers. Should a plan passed by the committee not have the approval of the king, it will 
be considered to have been failed. The powers of the king were never perfect, though, and nobles retained 
some of the powers they considered essential to their rank; there exist a number of ways to circumvent the 
kingΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ member of each committee should 
be intimately familiar with the extent of the kingΩs power and the weaknesses of his post in order to push 
through any ideas that are met with royal resistance. However, it goes without saying that should the king 
discover treachery, the consequences could be deadly. 

Documents 

Each court will be responsible for seeing their will come to fruition, and the documents passed by the 
committee will be one of few ways ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ interacts with the outside world. There are only two types of 
documents: the internal directive and the communiqué, and each is meant to broadly cover many functions. 
Should a noble feel that an action they wish to pursue is not covered by either of these documents, they 
should address the king or queen of his nation. 

Â Internal Directive: An internal directive is an order send to direct members of the government and 
bureaucracy. This document covers a range of topics from the finances and investments of the 
realm to the orders given to the military. There is no set format for these documents, but the 
delegates should be aware of the fact that the only information that can be passed to the 
bureaucrats is the information written on the directive, and intentions may be misconstrued if left 
vague. In general, this document covers any tangible action the committee may wish to pursue, 
and will likely be the most frequently used document. 

Â Communiqué: As French is the lingua franca of the European world, all diplomacy between great 
powers usually takes place in French. As such, instead of exchanging letters, dignitaries exchange 
communiqués. Communiqués function essentially the same way that simple letters do τ nobles 
write messages to each other which are then translated into French, and then delivered to their 
recipients. Communiqués may be written to as many people as one pleases, and may even be sent 
ǘƻ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ όǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ άōŎŎέύΦ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǉǳŞǎ (to the king, other nobles, or 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎύ written behalf of an individual may be sent at will, but communiqués sent 
on behalf of the court (which will be taken much more seriously abroad) require the approval of 
the committee. 
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Role of the Crisis Staff 

While the dais staff for each committee will handle all domestic planning and issues, the crisis staff will 
be simulating and representing the world at large. Any planned inter-committee communication must go 
through the crisis staff, whether it is a communiqué passed by the committee or an individual delegate 
seeking to make contact. Also, Delegates who wish to communicate with European powers not represented by 
a committee should also address their communiqués or notes to the crisis staff, who will promptly respond. 
Please not that not every note may receive a response, and that it is not always due to the gross negligence of 
the crisis stŀŦŦ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΗύΦ bƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
recipients, especially if it is a communiqué sent to another committee.  

¢ƘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ be reached 
by sending private notes. Crisis staff will be writing all responses, and will also be writing as the contacts when 
asking their committee contact for a return-ŦŀǾƻǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
be approved by the committee, and can be sent to the crisis staff by sending a note to the dais with clear 
indication that the message is intended for the crisis staff. Inside the note, it is extremely helpful if you 
indicate whether the note is for your contacts, someone in another committee, or an unrepresented state, as 
the crisis staff will be receiving many notes (of course, please indicate who the note is from!). Any notes 
without an explicitly indicated recipient or sender will be ignored. 

Finally, the crisis staff will be presenting most of the external updates to the committee via a spectrum 
of delivery methods. Members of the staff may enter the committee at any time to present information 
verbally, and may or may not take questions. The crisis staff will also be maintaining a political map of the 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŎǊƛǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ 
so please do not ignore everything you receive in committee! 

Parliamentary Procedure 

The king will seek counsel from the court as he sees fit for each given occasion, which can be in the 
form of a formal vote, a secret ballot, adoption by consent, or advice from only some members of the court. 
Should any noble wish to have his voice heard by the king or other members of the court, he has three means 
ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
conversation about the various issues facing the state, each noble voicing his thoughts informally with the king 
listening to the conversation and asking for clarifications or redirecting priorities as he sees fit. This format of 
debate most closely resembles the debate format in parliamentary procedure entitled Informal Consultation 
of the Whole. Nobles who seek a more private dialogue may choose to write a letter (a communiqué to the 
king and/or one or more court members or to family or contacts outside the chamber) to express their views 
with the pen. Finally, nobles may ask for a private audience with anyone involved in the simulation (to anyone 
who might have been a recipient of a letter). It should be noted that the committee will use standard 
parliamentary procedure in most cases, though the king will be granted permission to usurp or otherwise 
overrule any motions, as they would have in cabinet consultations around this time period.




